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Viva la conversacion

Spanish is spoken by nearly half a billion people so a good command will come in very useful

==

e

AGUEDA KEEGAN

Oralexam

100 Marks - 25 per cent

General conversation — 70 marks 17.5 per
cent

Roleplay — 30 Marks - 7.5 per cent

GENERAL CONVERSATION
Preparationtips

M Use every opportunity to practise speak-
ing Spanish.

M Prepare responses to common personal
questions. Avoid memorising scripts.

M Practise speaking Spanish with a friend
from class. Ideally make a day or lunch (per-
haps with tapas) when you can only speak
Spanish to each other. Chat about your dai-
ly routine and try introducing current af-
fairs.

M Practise vocabulary and expressions
you find difficult to pronounce.

M Rehearse questionsin different tenses.
B Use asmany verbs as possible in your re-
sponse, a minimum of seven verbs in each
tense. Avoid making the examiner work to
assess your ability.

For example, if the examiner asks
“What did you do last weekend?”, don’t
merely respond with a single activity. To
demonstrate a good grasp of the language
and an extensive vocabulary, cover the en-
tire day from getting up in the morning to
going to bed at night.

M Link vocabulary with different verbs.
Use both regular and irregular verbs for
eachtense.

M Read your responses out loud once a
day, to improve your pronunciation and in-
tonation.

M Record the conversations and listen to
them during the day instead of your music.
M Listen to your classmates when the
teacheris engaged with them, you will ben-
efit from it. Avoid switching off.

B Become acquainted with Spanish cul-
ture and traditions.

Il Be aware that the oral examination is
good preparation for the written exam in
June.

M Don’twait until the last minute.

AnAlstudent

M Has a broad vocabulary relating to dif-
ferent topics.

M Has a good grasp of grammar; recognis-
es a tense in the given question and is able
torespond in the correct tense.

B Demonstrates knowledge of both regu-
lar and irregular verbs.

M Has good pronunciation and fluency.

M Usesintonation in their speech.

B Demonstrates an element of spontanei-
tyin their responses.

Commonerrors

M Being too nervous. The examiner is not
looking for holes in your knowledge, steer
the conversation to things you are comfort-
able speaking about.

B Making the examiner work to assess
your ability. Always attempt to expand on
your answer as much as possible.

M Repeating the same verb.

M Responding in the incorrect tense.

M Incorrect grammatical agreement be-

AsI'msureyou’reaware, Spanishis
notjustalLeaving Certsubject. There
are over 400 million native speakers of
Spanish, makingitthe second most
spoken language inthe world. Itis not
surprising thenthatmany peo-
plechoosetolearn Spanishasa
second language. Infact, Spanishis
the most popular second language
studied by native English speakers.
Youwill benefitgreatly fromyour

ability to speak Spanishifyou ever
choosetovisitany of the 21 countries
that speakitasaprimary language.

Withrecenteconomicdevelop-
mentsin South America, your skillsin
Spanishwill also offer avariety of new
working prospects. | hope you enjoy
studying Spanish and | hope you put
your skillstogood useintheyearsto
come.

The following articles concentrate

Marking breakdown:
15minutes

cent), 40 minutes

onthe oralexam and section B of the
written exam, which both present
different challenges to students.

Listeningexam—80 marks (20 per

400m

Number of native Spanish
speakers worldwide

Oralexam—100 marks (25 per cent),

Written exam—220 marks (55 per

cent), 2 hours and 30minutes

Marking scheme for general conversation

Ability

Grammar

Pronunciation/

Communication

Examiner

65-70 - Fluent - Excellent syntax - Very Good - Mainly a listener
- Spontaneous - Self-correction
55-60 — Competent - Good syntax - Some mistakes but does - Prompter/facilitator
- Willingness to elaborate — Minor errors but attempted correction not impede communication
45-50 - Adequate - Good syntax with prepared questions but - Fair - Intervener, may need to
- Relevant material used difficulty engaging with the examiner - Inaccuracies but meaning rephrase
never in doubt
30-40 - Limited - Fair syntax - Impeded occasionally - Intervener
- Problems in comprehen- - Basic vocabulary and grammar - Inaccuracies - Assists with difficulties
sion and adjusts
20-25 - Limited - Poor Syntax - Persistent difficulties in - Continuously assisting
— Minimal - Frequent grammatical errors understanding the intended
- Needs regular assistance from examiner meaning

tween adjectives and nouns, and singular
and plural.

M Using the incorrect article. Make sure
to use for example: e/ problemaj/un
problema/este problema.

M Using ser instead of estar (the verb “to
be”).

M Incorrect use of gustar/encantar + infini-
tive, eg me gusta ir al cine.

M Not using the subjunctive where re-
quired, eg cuando termine los exdmenes iré
devacaciones.

M Not paying attention or responding to
the examiner’s questions.

M Not correcting a grammatical mistake
or mispronunciation when you recognise
you have made one. Don’t just continue
talking, correctit.

ROLEPLAYS

The roleplay comes after the general con-
versation. The examiner will ask a student
to play onerole from the five prepared. Nor-
mally, students have a few minutes to re-
vise the selected roleplay. Take this oppor-
tunity to ask the examiner to explain any
words or phrases in the roleplay that you
may have forgotten. You will not be penal-
ised for this. The examiner will then ask if
you are ready to begin.

Preparationtips

I Read theroleplays aloud once a day.

M Record and listen to them during the
day.

M Once you are familiar with the role
plays, practise with a classmate.

M Avoid monotony. Have fun with it. Play
the role. This makes it more enjoyable for
you and the examiner, leaving a positive im-
pression.

M Learn the five roleplays, not just one.

CommonErrors

M Not using intonation in your speech.

B Memorizing the roleplays without un-
derstanding what is being said.

M Not making eye contact with the exam-
iner and looking at the sheet the entire
time.

M Responding with a single “si” or “no” in
the “open question” at the end of the role-
play. Answer with a full sentence, if in
doubt use the same verb as the examiner
uses in the question.
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Vocabulary, -

translations
and structure

Learn plenty of vocabulary, know all the tenses
and prepare systematic answering approaches

SectionB

We will now focus on section B. Many stu-
dents find this section of the written exam,
which includes the opinion piece, (written
in Spanish) particularly challenging and it
is advisable to prepare your opinion piece
wellin advance. Itis of course vital that stu-
dents prepare fully for sections A and C of
the written exam as well.

COMPREHENSION TEXT (100 marks)

The comprehension text is usually longer
than the journalistic text. You will find
questions in both Spanish and English. Re-
member answer them in Spanish if they’re
written in Spanish and English if they’re
writtenin English.

Preparationtips

M Know your vocabulary. You need to
know a lot of vocabulary for the Spanish
written exam. Make a note of words that
come up frequently and learn them off.

M Learn all the tenses. Become familiar
with the endings of different verbs, espe-
cially the irregular ones. Be able to recog-
niseif averbisin present, past, future, con-
ditional, subjunctive orifitis a command.
M Practice past exam papers frequently.
M Try not to learn words directly translat-
ed from English to Spanish. Instead, be-
come familiar with synonymous words.
This becomes useful when you are asked to
rephrase a sentence provided in Spanish or
to pick out similar phrases.

Example phrases

Here are some examples from the 2013 pa-
per and papers from previous years:
Percibir=ver-tosee

Esconder = ocultar—to hide

Realizar = hacer = ejecutar—to make/to car-
ry out

Compaiiia = empresa = firma—company
Atascos = embotellamientos = mucho trdfi-
co—traffic jam

Ser consciente de = darse cuenta de=notar—
torealise/to be aware

Recientemente = iltimamente = en las 1ilti-
mas fechas—-recently

Permanecer en el puesto de trabajo = que-
darse en su trabajo —to stay in the office
Disminuir =descender = bajar—to decrease
Aumentar = ascender = subir = incrementar
—-toincrease/torise

Un desastre =un accidente = una catdstrofe
= un siniestro = una tragedia — a catastro-
phe

Eldia=lajornada-the day

Ayudar = auxiliar = socorrer = dar apoyo -
to help

Descuento =rebaja—discount

Encontrar= hallar-to find

Después de = tras - after

Huir = escapar = fugarse = salir corriendo -
to flee

Questionsin Spanish

M Qustions 1and 3 - you are asked to find
equivalent phrases from the text. Normal-
ly, if the phrase provided is in a certain
tense, the phrase you are looking for is in

Try not to learn
words directly trans-
lated from English to

Spanish. Instead,
become familiar with
synonymous words

the same tense. Look for similar words in
the paragraph. If the phrase is singular,
look for a singular sentence or noun. If the
adjective is plural, look for a plural adjec-
tive. If it’s infinitive, you should look for an
infinitive. Similarly with present, past and
future tenses.

Here are some examples from the 2013
paper:
Phrase provided - answer
Deverdad-enrealidad
Gente en gran peligro—- (grupos que son) su-

Work out a struc-
ture before you
begin to write.
Above: La Sagrada
Familia, Barcelona,
Spain

jetos de mayor riesgo

Escapar de la casa—Huida del hogar
Potencian el crecimiento-Favorecen el de-
sarrollo

Permanece en la oficina - Se quede en su
puesto

QuestionsinEnglish

Read each question carefully and then go
to the paragraph that’s indicated to find
the answer.

M Question 2 - you are asked to explain in
English the meaning of certain sentences
from the text. Never translate the sentence
word for word. A direct translation from
Spanish to English never makes sense in
the context of the text. If you don’t know a
word in Spanish don’t leave a gap when

translating. This will show the examiner
that you don’t understand. Try and get the
general meaning of the sentence. If you
need more than one sentence to explain
the meaning in English don’t worry. The
most important thing is that when the ex-
aminer reads the answer it makes sense in
English soread it back over.

M Question 4 - if no instruction is provid-
ed in the question as to how much informa-
tion is needed in the answer, give at least
three main points. If you see more, write
more, but as a rule of thumb there should
be atleast three.

M Question 5 - opinion piece (50 marks,
20 minutes). In this question you are given
two statements from which you choose one
to write your opinion on. Usually you argue
eitherin favour of the statement or against.

The Spanish Oral exam is worth 25% of your grade

The Institute of Education
79-85 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2

Our Oral Preparation Courses and mock oral interviews in February and March
prepare students to achieve their potential in the 2014 Leaving Cert exam.

Book online at ioe.ie, call 01 661 3511 or email info@ioe.ie.
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Choose the sentence you understand bet-
ter. There are 25 marks for content and
communication, and 25 marks for the lan-
guage used.

Inthe opinion piece you should be famil-
iar with general topics. Prepare vocabulary

three paragraphs.

Paragraph 1: Write about the topicin gener-
al based on your own experience.
Paragraph 2: Blame the responsible party.
Paragraph 3: Try to give a solution or how
to make the situation better based on your

EHXAMTIMES
ONLINE

Formorelrish
Times/Institute of

How to get your Al
SPANISH

M LaurenTiedt
M Medicine
M Trinity College Dublin

Livethelanguage
Doingwellinanythingis
made much easier by being
interestedinit.limmersed
myselfentirelyinthe lan-
guage. Read your favourite
books and watch your
favourite moviesin Spanish.
Readthe Spanish news on
the bus. Change your
phone/Facebook settings to
Spanish. Doanything that
makes the language relevant
toyou.

Preparationand planning

I Getfamiliar with the layout
ofthe exam: compulsory
questions, how muchto write
per question, etc.

M Practise doingfullexam
papersfortiming. ltwillbe
worthit.

M Decide what questions
youplantoanswer and focus
onthem.

M Choose questions that
applytoyour strengths.
Some questions appeartobe
harder butare marked more
objectively.

Oral

M Learntheroleplays now. If
you knowthemwell,it'lLbe
easierontheday.

M Practise. Find someoneto
domockorals with. Speak
Spanishwhenever possible.

To show the examiner the full extent of
your Spanish, you could also use imperson-
al expressions which require the present
subjunctive. For example:
Esnecesario que + present subj. - Itis neces-

sary that...

M Prepare answerstothe
commonquestions. Record
yourself, or someone fluent,
reading them and putthem
onyouriPodto study onthe
go.Dothe sameforthe
roleplays.

Aural

M Practise exam papersto
familiarise yourself withthe
differentaccents.

M Listento Euronews,
especially the weather
segmentasit's adefinite
question.

Written

M Keepavocabulary
notebook. Writedownand
learnany unfamiliar words.
M Toobtainhhighmarksin
the opinion piece, it'simpor-
tanttousethe “subjunctive”
tense.Learn offafew phras-
esinthe subjunctive thatyou
canuseonthedayifyou're
stuck.

Relax

Dothings that make you
happy.Fitin hobbies and
friends. | continued fig-
ure-skatingduring the year

whichallowed me tounwind.

Plus, itdefinitely countsas
studyingifyoulistento
Spanish music onthe way
there.

Here are some examples of groups you can
blame:

Lagente—-the people

Lapolicia—-the police

Elgobierno-the government
Lajuventud-theyouth

La sociedad-the society

La familia-the family

Be careful when assigning blame. Avoid
saying “I blame the government”. Rather
use the present subjunctive to make your
point. Here are some useful phrases:
Esunavergiienza que + present subj. - Itisa
shamethat... /itisa disgrace that...

Es urgent que + present subj. — It is urgent
that...

Esabsurdo que + present subj.— It is absurd
that...

No creo que +present subj. —1don’t think...
Dudo que + present subj. -1doubt...
Esincreible que + present subj. - Itisincredi-
ble that...

Or you could use the imperfect subjunc-
tive;

Verb

Me gustaria que

Nouns +tense

el gobierno + imperfect subj.

lasociedad + imperfect subj.

lajuventud +imperfect subj.

Examples

Me gustaria que la sociedad se diera cuenta
deloimportante que es tener diferentes ac-
tividadesy deportes.

Verb

Me encantaria que

Nouns +tense

la gente + imperfect subj.

los padres + imperfect subj.

lasociedad + imperfect subj.

Example

Me encantaria que los padres pasaran mas
tiempo con la familia en vez de en el traba-
jo.

Commonerrors

M Don’tuse the plural of the verb with gen-
te, gobierno, or sociedad.

M The only double consonants in Spanish
areLL,RR, CC.

M Do not forget that although some nouns
end in “a” they are masculine. These may
be useful in your opinion piece to show the
examiner that you know that they are mas-
culine.

Examples

Elproblema/un problema/este problema -
the/a/this problem

El sistema/un sistemajeste sistema -
the/a/this system

El tema/un tema/este tema — the/a/this

on broad topics like climate change and re- EducationE own experience. Estriste que + present subj.—Itis sad that...  topic
newable energies, cyber-bullying, and phys- .‘I‘.Fa e Es bueno que + present subj. - It is good
ical child abuse in the home. LNES/SEC Paragraphl that... Paragraph3

irishti m/ Hereare some generalverbsyoucanuseto Es lamentable que + present subj. - Itisa In the final paragraph you should try and
Before you startwriting LIS talk about the topic: pitythat... give a solution to the problem. What do you
M Think about what you are going to say. examtimes Creo—-1Ibelieve think will solve the problem or make it bet-
M Work out a structure to your argument. [ Pienso-1think Paragraph2 ter? The following phrases could be useful:

M Look out for helpful vocabulary in the
text that maybe used. Do not transcribe the
text verbatim.

M Refer to your own personal experience.
M Above all ensure you write about the
chosen topic and not about something else.

Helpfultips

M The language you use will be informal.
You are writing as if you are talking to a
friend and expressing your point of view.
M If you’re not comfortable with opinion
pieces and you don’t think you have the vo-
cabulary necessary to fully express your
views, it is best to write simple and short
sentences about the topic and your experi-
ence.

M This is your opinion, so whether the ex-
aminer agrees or disagrees with youisirrel-
evant. They’ll respect your opinion either
way. You will be marked on how you ex-
pressyour opinion, the content, your gram-
mar and the vocabulary used.

STRUCTURED ANSWER
If you're comfortable with opinion pieces
in Spanish, structure your answer into

agree with this statement

disagree with this statement

Written exam at a glance

Totalmarks: 220 (55 per cent)
Totaltime: 2and ahalfhours

Section A-70marks, 50 minutes
(Attemptboth question1and 2)

B Question1-50marks, 35 minutes
a) Prescribed literature

or
b) Journalistic text
I Question2—20marks, 15 minutes
Two shortcomprehensions

Amimeparece que... - It seems to me that...
Estoy de acuerdo con esta afirmacion — 1

No estoy de acuerdo con esta afirmacion 1

gular.

Section B—100 marks, 60minutes
(Attemptall questions)

B Comprehension —50 marks, 40 minutes
M Opinion—50marks, 20 minutes
Section C-50 marks, 40 minutes
(Attemptboth question1and 2)
M Question1-30marks, 20minutes
a) Dialogue construction

or
b) Letter writing
M Question2-20marks, 20 minutes
a) Diary entry

or
b) Note

Blame someone. Blame the responsible par-
ties. For example, if your pieceis on climate
change you could blame society. Keep in
mind that the responsible parties are all sin-

Verb

Espero que

Noun +tense

el gobierno + present subjunctive
lasociedad + present subjunctive
lajuventud + present subjunctive
Example

Espero que la juventud dedique tiempo al
trabajoy también a sus actividades

Ojald que + noun + present subjunctive
Example

Ojala que los padres pasen mas tiempo con
sus hijos practicando deportes

Presentindicative +if + future

Example

La sociedad no sufriré de estrés si compar-
te el trabajo con los pasatiempos.

If + imperfect subjunctive + conditional
Examples

Silos adictos al trabajo dedicaran méas hor-
asal ocio estarian m4s contentos.

Si yo no hiciera deporte estaria muy
aburrido/a



