EINSTITUTESE
EDUCATION

Spanish

Begofia de la Fuente
Higher Level
2020-21

Opinion Piece

Las Tareas Domesticas - House Keeping:
Vocabulary

El Tiempo - Weather: Vocabulary

Synonyms

Unauthorised publication, distribution or reproduction of these notes is prohibited.



LEAVING CERTIFICATE SPANISH

BEGONA DE LA FUENTE

THE OPINION PIECE

In Question 5 of section B, also known as the Link Question, you can choose between two topics
related to the article and you have to express your personal opinions about those statements.

You will be marked on the coherence, relevance and accuracy of your writing. The marks will be
allocated as follow:

25 marks content 25 marks language

According to the marking scheme, to get full marks your piece should have:

Content/Comunication Language

High Level of coherence Idiomatic Spanish

Clear argumentation Good level of vocabulary
Communicative intention fulfilled Few grammatical/spelling mistakes
Little or no irrelevant material Correct usage of tenses

Remember that if no marks are awarded for content no marks will we awarded for language!

Before you start writing read the statement carefully and make sure you understand what it means.
What is your opinion about it? Plan well your response. Note down the main points of your argument
(you can make a mind map) and try to organize them in a coherent way. Look for the best way to
structure your ideas. Then attempt to express your opinion using your own words.

It is best to write about the topic from a personal point of view. Normally candidates would argue in
favor or against the statement but you can also include ideas that justify both sides of the argument.
Make it personal, original and, if possible, entertaining and engaging!

You must prepare in advance material about different topics but bear in mind that you can’t use the
statement as an excuse to write an essay that you had already prepared. You will not gain marks if
you write a brilliant essay on the wrong topic or if you used learnt off sentences that are obviously
out of place.

STRUCTU RE is very important in the opinion piece. You can start the first paragraph with a

sentence like “Estoy de acuerdo con esta afirmacién” or “No estoy de acuerdo con esta afirmacién”
and explain briefly your reasons.

You should include three or four key ideas and dedicate one separate paragraph for each one of
them. Leave the last paragraph for the conclusion.

You can go back to the article to look for useful vocabulary but remember that you can’t lift whole
sentences. You will not gain marks by doing that because the aim is that you express your own ideas.



RECH ECK! When you finish writing go over the text and check:

e Do same words appear too many times? If so, could you replace them with other words with
similar meanings?

e Have you used expressions that are direct translations from English but don’t sound right in
Spanish? Could you find with some idiomatic Spanish expressions that you could use instead?

e Are nouns, adjectives and articles in the right gender (masculine/feminine) and number
(singular/plural)?

Remember that words and expressions like familia, grupo, todo el mundo, el gobierno, la
sociedad, la gente... are singular and therefore the verbs and the adjectives have to be singular

too. (La gente es simpdtica. ta-gente-son-simpeaticas.).
Also consider that some words that are often used in the opinion like el problema, el tema, el
sistema or el programa are masculine even if they end in “a”.

e Are the verbs in the appropriate tenses? For example, did you use the imperfect when describing
how things used to be? If you have talked about the future, did you use both the structure ir a +
infinitive and the future tense?

e Have you included the subjunctive when necessary? For example, with expressions like:

es necesario que

es posible/imposible que

es una pena que + present subjunctive
€s Vergonzoso que

espero que

no creo que

ojala que

e If you have used any “if clauses”, check that the verbs are in the correct form. For example:

Si + present indicative + future. (Si todos ponemos nuestro granito de arena, el problema se
solucionard)

Si + imperfect subjunctive + conditional. (Si todos pusiéramos nuestro granito de arena, el
problema se solucionaria)

But remember, it is never correct to use Si+presentsubjunetive

ALGUNAS EXPRESIONES UTILES

- para expresar acuerdo o desacuerdo:
- Estoy (totalmente) de acuerdo con...

- No estoy (en absoluto) de acuerdo con...

- para presentar argumentos:
- Por un lado.../ por otro lado...
- Por una parte.../ por otra parte...

- En primer lugar.../ en segundo lugar...



LAS TAREAS DOMESTICAS

hago la cama
cambio las sabanas
limpio el polvo
barro

paso la aspiradora
recojo mi dormitorio
friego el cuarto de bafo
tiendo la ropa

doblo los calcetines
plancho mi ropa
pongo la mesa
quito/recojo la mesa
lavo los platos

seco los platos

I make my bed

I change the sheets

I dust

| sweep

I hoover

I tidy my bedroom

I clean the bathroom
I hang out the clothes
I fold the socks

l'iron my clothes

| set the table

I clear the table

I wash the dishes

| dry the dishes

lleno el lavaplatos
vacio el lavaplatos
saco la basura
saco a pasear al perro
corto el césped
riego las plantas
hago la compra
limpio los cristales
lavo el coche
preparo la cena
caliento la cena
ayudo a mi madre
pelo las zanahorias

lavo las verduras

I fill the dishwasher

I empty the dishwasher
I bring out the rubbish
I walk the dog

I cut the grass

| water the plants

I do the shopping

I clean the windows

I wash the car

| prepare dinner

I heat the dinner

I help my mother

| peel the carrots

| wash the vegetables

EJEMPLOS
¢AYUDAS MUCHO EN CASA?

Intento echar una mano siempre que puedo. En mi
casa hay algunas normas que tenemos que cumplir.
Por ejemplo, después de cenar tenemos que
recoger la mesa y poner los platos en el lavaplatos.
Una vez a la semana tenemos que cambiar las
sabanas y ponerlas en la lavadora.

Después de ducharnos tenemos que limpiar
siempre el cuarto de bafio y cada miércoles nos
turnamos para sacar el contenedor de la basura a la
calle.

Mis padres son los que mas tareas hacen. A veces
yo plancho mi ropa.

¢AYUDAS MUCHO EN CASA?

Bueno, mis padres trabajan los dos y mis hermanos
y yo estamos muy ocupados con los estudios, asi
gue de lunes a viernes viene a casa una sefiora que
se ocupa de hacer casi todo: recoge el salony la
cocina, pasa la aspiradora, hace la cena, plancha,
limpia el polvo...

Yo solo tengo que ordenar mi dormitorio y de vez
en cuando sacar a pasear al perro.

También tenemos un jardinero que viene un dia a la
semana y se ocupa del jardin. Planta y riega las
flores, corta el césped, cuando es necesario poda
los arboles, etc.

Mi madre hace la compra por Internet. Es mucho
mas comodo y practico que ir al supermercado. Se
pierde menos tiempo porgue no tienes que hacer
colas. No me gusta nada hacer colas.

Mis padres sacan el contendor de la basura a la
calle el dia que pasa el camién de la basura.

Well. Both my parents work and my siblings and |
are very busy studying, so from Monday to Friday a

Do you help at home a lot?

I try to lend a hand whenever | can. In my house
there are some rules that we have to follow. For
example, after dinner we have to clear the table and
fill the dishwasher.

Once a week we have to change the sheets and put
them in the washing machine.

We must always clean the bathroom after having a
shower and every Wednesday we take turns to leave
out the rubbish bin. My parents are the ones who do
the most house chores. Sometimes | iron my clothes.

lady comes to my house and does almost
everything: she tidies the living room and the
kitchen, she hoovers, cooks dinner, does the ironing,
dusts etc

I only have to tidy my room and every now and then
bring the dog for a walk.

We also have a gardener who comes once a week
and takes care of the garden. He plants and waters
the flowers, cuts the grass, when it is necessary he
prunes the trees, etc.

My mother does the shopping online. It is much
more convenient and practical than going to the
supermarket. Less time is wasted because you don’t
have to queue. | really don’t like queuing.

My parents leave out the rubbish bin on the day the bin
lorry com



EL TIEMPO - WEATHER

el norte (north) el sur (south) el este (east)
el noreste (north east) el sureste (south east) el oeste (west)
el noroeste (north west) el suroeste (south west)

la Peninsula Ibérica (the Iberian Peninsula -Spain and Portugal)

la costa / el litoral (coast)

las zonas costeras (coastal areas)

las montafias/la sierra (mountains)

las zonas céntricas (central areas)

las zonas montafiosas (mountainous areas)

soplar (to blow)

predominaran los vientos del norte (winds will be predominantly from the North)
vientos de componente este/de Levante (easterly winds)

vientos del norte (northerly winds)

vientos de Poniente (westerly winds)

las rachas (gusts)

vientos débiles /flojos/ligeros (light winds)

vientos fuertes (strong winds)

vientos huracanados (hurricane-force winds)

las brisas del mar (sea breezes)

las temperaturas aumentaran / ascenderan / subiran (temperatures will increase)
las temperaturas continuardn en aumento (temperatures will continue to increase)
las temperaturas alcanzaran (temperatures will reach)

las temperaturas bajaran / descederan / disminuiran (temperatures will drop)
las temperaturas oscilaran (temperatures will range)

las temperaturas permaneceran sin cambios (temperatures will stay the same)
temperaturas en ligero ascenso (temperatures will rise slightly)

ligero descenso (slight fall)

temperaturas diurnas (day-time temperatures)

temperaturas nocturnas (night-time temperatures)

un aumento / un ascenso / una subida (an increase)

un descenso / una bajada (a decrease)

un frente frio (a cold front)

veraniego/a (summery)

el dia transcurrira (the day will pass/go by)

las presiones altas/bajas (high/low pressure)

hace frio/calor/sol (it is cold/hot/sunny)

el prondstico meteoroldgico (weather forecast)



tiempo previsto (forecast)

la borrasca (low pressure area)

una potente borrasca (a strong low pressure area)
a lo largo de (throughout)

por la mafiana/tarde/noche (in the morning/afternoon/night)
peor (worse)

mejor (better)

por encima de (over)

salvo en/excepto en (except in)
riesgo de tormentas (risk of storms)
cielo despejado (clear sky)

nublado /cubierto (cloudy)

las nubes (clouds)

la nubosidad (clouds)

intervalos nubosos (cloudy intervals)
la lluvia (rain)

llover (to rain)

lloviendo (raining)

chubasco (heavy shower)

lluvias débiles (light rain)
precipitaciones (rain)

llovizna (drizzle)

inundaciones (floods)

buen tiempo (good weather)

mal tiempo (bad weather)

tiempo inestable (changeable)
tiempo soleado (sunny weather)
tiempo caluroso (hot weather)

frio (cold)

fresco (cool)

lluvioso (rainy)

tormentoso (stormy)

seco (dry)

la nieve (snow)

chubascos de nieve (snow showers)
nevar (to snow)

la niebla/neblina (fog/mist)

bancos de niebla (fogbanks)

las brumas (fog/mist)

heladas (frosts)



SINONIMOS

acabar = terminar = finalizar
acercarse = aproximarse
aconsejar = recomendar
afirmar = asegurar
agredir = atacar

aguantar = soportar
aguardar = esperar
alejarse = distanciarse
anadir = agregar

apenar = entristecer
arrestar = detener
ascender = subir = aumentar
atraer = llamar la atencién
atravesar = cruzar

avisar = advertir

ayudar = colaborar

bailar = danzar

causar = provocar

circular = conducir

colgar = subir (upload)
comprar = adquirir
comprender = entender
dafiar = perjudicar

dejar = permitir

desafiar = retar

desalentar = desanimar
descansar = reposar, relajarse
descargar = bajar (download)
desear = querer

elegir = escoger = optar por
empezar = comenzar

emplear = usar = utilizar
emprender = empezar
encargarse de = ocuparse de
encontrar = hallar

encontrarse = estar

enojarse = enfadarse

es dificil = cuesta

estar atento/a = prestar atencion
estrellarse = chocar

exigir = demandar

existe/existen = hay

fallecer = morir

fomentar = promover = promocionar
forzar = obligar

fregar = lavar

hacerse adicto a = engancharse a

hay que = es necesario = hace falta



huir = escapar
ignorar = desconocer
implicar = conllevar
intentar = procurar
jubilarse = retirarse
juntarse = reunirse
lanzar = tirar

llorar = sollozar (sob)

lograr = conseguir

malgastar = derrochar = desperdiciar

mandar = enviar

motivar = estimular

ocultar = esconder

odiar = detestar = aborrecer
padecer = sufrir

parar = detener

pelear = luchar

permitir = autorizar

posponer = retrasar = aplazar

predecir = pronosticar = vaticinar

probar = demostrar
probar = intentar
guedarse = alojarse
quejarse = lamentarse

realizar = hacer, llevar a cabo

recobrar = recuperar

reducir = bajar

reganar = refiir

resbalar = deslizar (slip = slide)
resolver = solucionar
responder = contestar

seguir = continuar

sefialar = indicar

tener = contar con

tener miedo = temer

tener que = deber

terminar con = acabar con
trasladarse = mudarse

vale la pena = merece la pena
verse obligado a = tener que
vivir = habitar

volver = regresar





