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1. The imperfect tense 

El pretérito imperfecto refers to actions which took place in the past. The important point to 

remember is that the specific length of time the action took place or the point in time at 

which it started or finished is not given. 

El pretérito imperfecto - is used to express a repeated or habitual action in the past: 

used to. 

                -  is used to describe people and things in the past. The 

emphasis is on how things were rather than what happened. The verbs ser and estar are 

frequently used for descriptions in the past. 

    - is always used to refer to the time of day or to a person’s age 

in the past. 

    - is used to express was/were …ing. 

 

How to form the imperfect tense? 

For ar verbs, drop the ending ar and add aba, abas, aba, ábamos, abais, aban. 

For er and ir verbs, drop the endings er and ir and add ía, ías, ía, íamos, íais, ían. 

There are only 3 irregular verbs in the imperfect tense: 

VER (to see) SER (to be)  IR (to go) 

Veía  era   iba 

Veías  eras   ibas 

Veía  era   iba 

Veíamos  éramos  íbamos 

Veíais  erais   ibais 

Veían  eran   iban 
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Below is a list of the more common time expressions associated with the imperfect 

tense: 

A menudo  often   mientras  while 

Muy a menudo very often  muchas veces  many times 

Algunas veces sometimes  rara vez  rarely 

A veces  at times  todas las mañanas every morning 

Nunca  never   todos los años  every year 

Casi nunca  hardly ever  todos los días  every day 

Siempre  always   generalmente  generally 

Casi siempre almost always  por lo general  generally 

De vez en cuando from time to time por un rato  for a while 

Todo el tiempo all the time  frecuentemente frequently 

 

 

Escribe la forma correcta del verbo en el pretérito imperfecto entre paréntesis: 

1) Él_________________________________en Nueva York. (vivir) 

2) Los niños_______________________después del colegio. (jugar) 

3) Nosotros____________de vacaciones a Galicia cada año. (ir) 

 

Escribe en español. 

1) She used to swim every morning before breakfast____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

2) He used to speak Spanish all the time when he was in South America_____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3) The children were very tired______________________________________________ 

 

Remember! 

Hay→ There is/there are 

Había→ There was/there were. 

Habrá→ There will be 
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2. Grammar summary (sample) 
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3. Reading comprehensions 

The Journalistic text and Section B (linked to the opinion). 

➢ When starting a text, you should first look at the title of the text and any picture that 

may accompany it. 

➢ Then read the instructions for each set of questions. Spend about 30 minutes on 

each long comprehension. 

➢ Next, read the questions, underlining the key words, doing so will help you locate the 

answers in the text. Pay attention to “What does Ana say about…”, more than likely 

you are looking for quotation marks in the paragraph. 

➢ Make sure you look for the answer in the right paragraphs (numbers are in bracket at 

the end of the question). 

➢ You do not need to understand every single word in the text to have an idea of what 

the section is about, look at the context! 

➢ Answer in as much relevant detail as you can, you will not be penalised for writing 

too much information (be careful not to contradict yourself though!), but you will be 

penalised if you leave out part of the required answer. 

Translations 

• Be careful not to translate the sentence/expression word by word so that you end 

up with a sentence in English that makes no sense. 

• Read the paragraph the sentence/expression appears in to have a better idea of 

the context. 

• Use your grammar awareness, identify the tenses, look out for adverbs and 

adjectives. 

      Synonyms 

▪ You are required to find a synonym for a word or an expression in a specific 

paragraph (number given in brackets) 

▪ No extra or omitted word(s) allowed, that will result in a 0. Your answer must be 

exact. 

▪ First, try to understand/translate the words/phrases you have been given. 

▪ Secondly, if you have no idea what the words/phrases mean, analyse them: is it a 

noun, an adverb, an adjective, a preposition, a verb, a noun with an adjective, a verb 

with an adverb.... Usually, your answer will have the same structure. 

▪ If it is a verb, look at the ending and figure out the tense and person. More than 

likely the answer will be in the same tense and same person. 

▪ Knowing the grammar and vocabulary is important for the synonym section. 
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Rewriting a Spanish phrase in Spanish 

o You are asked to choose from two phrases in Spanish and rewrite it in Spanish 

with your own words/synonyms. 

o Some candidates make the mistake of translating the phrase in English, 

unfortunately doing so will not get any marks! 

o You can choose to rewrite both phrases if you so wish, the higher mark will be 

taken into consideration. 

o Find those phrases in the text (the number of the paragraph in which they are 

will be in brackets) as the context will help you understand the bit (or bits) that 

has been taken out and that you have to rewrite with your own words. 

o Use the same tenses in your answer (if there are verbs). 

o Use simple Spanish and you do get rewarded for trying so give it a go! 
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4. La nota 

• Remember, you do the note or the diary entry (If you do both, both will be corrected 

and the highest mark will be taken). 

• Include all points, but no need to expand them! Students have a tendency to write 

too much in the note, make mistakes and lose marks. 

• Pay attention to the tenses you need to use. 

• Use simple correct Spanish, word for word translation doesn’t work. If you find a 

particular point difficult to express, think of a simpler way to say it. 

• Topics usually include: 

➢ Mentioning something that has happened. 

➢ Talking about a trip that you are going to do. 

➢ Giving a message about someone who has telephoned/called in. 

➢ Saying you are going out and when you will be back. 

• Useful vocabulary: 

➢ Te dejo este mensaje para decirte que I am leaving this message to say that… 

➢ Ana ha llamado esta tarde Ana called this afternoon 

➢ Durante tu/su ausencia During your absence 

➢ Él/ella no puede venir He/she can’t come 

➢ Él/ella quiere que la/lo llames lo antes posible He/she wants you to ring 

him/her as soon as possible 

➢ Él/ella llamará esta noche He/she will call tonight 

➢  Voy a salir ahora I am going out now 

➢ Nos vamos/me voy al centro/ a la playa con I am/ we are going to the city 

centre/to the beach with… 

➢ Vuelvo a las/ antes de las I’ll be back at/ before (+ time) 

➢ No te preocupes Don’t worry 

➢ Llámame cuando puedas Call me when you can 

➢ Él/ella ha dicho que he/she said that 

➢ He ido a I’ve gone to 

➢ Recoger to collect 

➢ Énviame un mensaje de texto Send me a text message 

➢ Tengo ganas de I am looking forward to/ I really want to 

➢ I’ve been invited/given me ha(n) invitado/dado 
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Hola Clara: 

Gracias por el libro sobre Andalucía que me diste. 

He ido a la ciudad para visitar el Museo de Picasso. 

No dormí bien a causa del calor. 

¿Yo podría cambiar de habitación? 

Mis clases empiezan mañana, voy a la cama temprano. 

Hasta pronto 


